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Pre-reading material for “Creating your Celestial Marriage: Lessons from a Diamond Ring” 

Taught by Aaron and April Jacob 

 
Description: Wedding rings are a symbol of a couple's love for, and complete commitment to, each other. 
There are four main criteria that go into the pricing of a diamond. You may be surprised at the lessons you 
can learn from these criteria, and how these lessons can help nurture your marriage. 
 
1. The Enriching of Marriage - James E Faust 
(https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1977/10/the-enrichingof-marriage?lang=eng) 
 
2. The Grapefruit Syndrome - Ensign April, 1993 
(https://www.lds.org/ensign/1993/04/the-grapefruitsyndrome?lang=eng) 
 
3. Doctrine and Covenants 121:45 
 
4. Matthew 7:2-3 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
1. Creating a celestial marriage is a life-long pursuit. Just as a diamond isn’t created overnight, creating 
your celestial marriage will take time, effort, pressure, etc (D&C 58:26). Your marriage is a work in progress 
and the ending result will be a prize worth every effort. 
 
2. The first criteria in valuing a diamond is color. This is symbolic of purity (D&C 121:45; “Keeping the 
Sacred Covenant of Marriage” - Building An Eternal Marriage teacher manual; Fidelity in Marriage - 
September 2009 Ensign). How living a pure and virtuous life blesses your marriage. Blessings from 
keeping covenants with complete fidelity and constantly striving to be pure and clean. 
 
3. The second criteria in valuing a diamond is cut. The importance of cutting things out of your life that 
aren’t benefitting your marriage and family (“Choose Wisely” - Elder Cook, Oct. 2014; “Good, Better, Best” - 
Elder Oaks; Jacob 5:65-66). By cutting out poor habits and rough edges our marriages will shine more 
brilliantly. This can be accomplished through repentance, establishing good habits and rituals, and striving 
to become your best. 
 
4. The third criteria in valuing a diamond is clarity (which is a measure of a diamond’s flaws). This can have 
dual meaning: 1) choose to always see the good in your spouse (Luke 6:36-37; Matt 7:2-3, “The Grapefruit 
Syndrome” - Ensign January, 1993), and 2) having a source of clarity in your life (focusing on scriptures, 
prayer, temple attendance, etc.)  
 
5. The final criteria in valuing a diamond is carat-weight. The importance of setting priorities, remembering 
what’s most important, and focusing on those priorities (D&C 117:8; Pres. McKay “No success can 
compensate for failure in the home”).  
 
6. Your marriage has eternal and immeasurable value. Choosing to be intentional with your marriage will 
ensure your marriage reaches its full potential (“The Enriching of Marriage” - James E Faust, 1977; Alma 
32 analogy).  
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