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Kent Bessey—Native of Southern California. Received his B.S. and 
M.S. in mathematics from Brigham Young University and his D.A. in 
mathematics from Idaho State University. Served four years as editor of 
chief of the quarterly Mathematics & Technology in the Classroom. Worked 
as an educational consultant for IBM. Married to Siân (a native of Wales) 
and has five children.

Wayne Booth—Regarded as the father of a resurgent interest in ethical 
criticism. Professor Emeritus of English at the University of Chicago and 
former president of the Modern Language Association. Books include 
The Company We Keep: An Ethics of Fiction, The Vocation of a Teacher, and 
a forthcoming work on the rhetoric of religious discourse.

Richard Briggs—Came to BYU-Idaho in 997 and teaches in the art 
department. Obtained his B.S. and B.F.A. from Utah State University 
in 992 and M.F.A. from the University of Idaho in 996. Enjoys scuba 
diving in places other than Burton, where he lives with his family.

Shane Cole—Earned a B.A. and M.L.I.S. from BYU in 99 and 993, 
respectively. His wife, Chela, is from Hidalgo, Mexico, and they have 
three children: Veronica (0), Michael (6), and William (3). Works so he 
can golf, hike, mountain-bike, and ski. Enjoys sporting events, concerts, 
theatres, and art galleries.
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Dean Cloward—Born in Salt Lake City, and a graduate of BYU in 
Economics and Psychology. Earned a Masters and a Doctorate in 
psychology from the University of Arizona. Currently serves as an 
Assistant Dean in the Dean of Students Office. With his wife, Tracie, has 
six children, three boys and three girls. Enjoys downhill skiing, board 
and card games, and watching movies.

Shane Goodwin—Married to Gail, his “bride and joy,” and father of 
three children who patiently put up with math quizzes, jokes, and deep 
thoughts. Originally from Wyoming, served a mission in Ecuador, and 
received a B.A. from BYU and an M.S. from the University of Oregon. 
Loves to do anything outdoors, remodel the house, and play chess and 
the piano (not at the same time).

Terry Gorton—Came to BYU-Idaho in 998. Obtained his M.A. from 
BYU in 99, and his Ph.D. from Stony Brook University in 2003. With 
his wife, Lisa, has two children, Carli (6) and Nicole (3). Was born and 
raised Catholic in New York, then was baptized while serving as an 
army medic in Germany. Recently published an article in a book on 
Steinbeck’s moral philosophy.

Kip Hartvigsen—Loves being outside, any season. Favorite pastimes are 
cross-country skiing and picnic-hiking with his family. Actually likes to 
work in the yard. Enjoys movies from the fifties, especially Hitchcock, 
Bible epics (like Ben Hur), and old MGM musicals. Favorite writers are 
Shakespeare, Austen, Twain, and Hawthorne.

Casey Hurley—Grew up in Idaho Falls and spent three years practicing 
corporate law in Portland, Oregon, with Stoel Rives LLP. Was married 
a month before coming to BYU-Idaho and dragged her husband, Matt, 
to Sugar City. Enjoys good books, music, theater, and everything in the 
outdoors, but her favorite hobby is spending time with her husband.
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John J. Ivers—Native of Philadelphia. Received B.A. and M.A. degrees from 
BYU and an Ed.D from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 
Has taught at BYU-Idaho since 989. Enjoys reading philosophy, hiking, 
taking walks, playing tennis, and watching the news. With his wife, 
Connie, has three children and one grandchild.

Vaun Waddell—Has been reading for a long time: as a youth learned 
to read literature ethically, as a student to read aesthetically, and more 
recently was indoctrinated in political interpretation. Before coming to 
BYU-Idaho in 983, served in the U.S. Army and taught at College of 
Eastern Utah.

Anita Weston—Obtained a B.S. degree from BYU and her M.S. and Ed.D. 
from Utah State University. Taught for a number of years at Northern 
University in South Dakota and at the University of Wisconsin–Eau 
Claire. Has been at BYU-Idaho for the past 6 years. Loves teaching 
and the students.

Robert M. Wilkes—Began serving as interim president of BYU-Idaho on  
 December 2004. Came to Ricks College in 970. Served as vice president 
of student life from 998 to 2003. Born in Afton, Wyoming. Earned a 
B.S. in history and physical education, and a M.Ed. in Educational 
Administration, both from BYU. With his wife, Estella, has three sons, 
three daughters, and nineteen grandchildren.

Greg K. Williams—Has taught in the Department of Religious Education 
for the past 0 years. Received a B.S. and M.S. from Utah State University 
and recently completed a Ph.D. from the University of Idaho. Greg enjoys 
working in his yard, playing “noon hoops,” golfing, and fishing. With 
his wife, Kristen, has four sons.

Robert Worrell—Served a mission in Pennsylvania and attended Ricks 
College, where he met his wife, Bonnie. Majored first in art and then in 
English. Has worked at BYU-Idaho for 36 years, teaching art, English, 
humanities, and religion and serving as Art Department chair and chair 
of the Division of Performing and Fine Arts. Has four children and 
fifteen grandchildren.
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