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In harmony with both the BYU-Idaho Mission Statement and

the Statement on Academic Freedom, the English Department

offers a statement on course content and philosophy concerning

the selection and teaching of reading materials within our

department.
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Great literature is the artistic expression of complex human

experience in language, rendered by insightful writers. Our

object in BYU-Idaho English courses is to develop minds and

spirits through texts that have the potential to enrich and

enable. Just as daily life teaches and refines us through

experience with opposites, so literature often works by means of

conflict. Because great literature and essays treat inherently

difficult moral, philosophical, and social issues, they sometimes

confront us with what is tragic and ugly in human experience

along with what is hopeful and beautiful. In contrast, poorly

written works tend to present human experience in shallow,

simplistic, and sentimental ways. Some literature and essays

judged by scholars to have merit realistically or figuratively

depicts life in language which may, paradoxically, be either

beautiful or offensive or both. Nevertheless, literature and essays

should not be judged merely by their diction, subject matter, or

contents of isolated passages. Ultimately, great writing should

teach readers to understand and appreciate the dignified,

empathetic, and artistically skilled rendering of complex human

experience.

English Department
Statement on

Course Content and

Philosophy




