
inhabitants of  the earth, called upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and spake 
unto him from heaven, and gave him commandments; and also … to others, 
that they should proclaim these things unto the world. ( :-)

       

.  (Soprano) [How] blessed and happy … [are] those that keep the command-
ments of  God. For behold, they are blessed in all things, both temporal and 
spiritual; and if  they [remain] faithful to the end they are received into heaven, 
that … they may dwell with God in a state of  never-ending happiness. O re-
member … these things are true; for the Lord God hath spoken it.

 ( :)

.  (Chorus: ) The darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.
 (  :)

.  (Solo Quartet: Soprano, Mezzo Soprano, Tenor 2, Baritone) And God said, “Let there 
be light:”  and there was light. And God saw the light, that 
it was good. ( :-)

.  (Solo Quartet: Soprano, Mezzo Soprano, Tenor 2, Baritone, Chorus: )    
Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance   
of  his holiness. ( :)

For behold, this is my work and my glory—to bring to pass the immortality 
and eternal life of  man. ( :) 

O Remember, remember that these things are true; for the Lord God hath 
spoken it. ( :)

a b o u t  t h e  c o m p o s e r

Dr. A. Laurence Lyon received his bachelor’s degree in music 
education in  from the University of  Utah, his master’s in music 
composition from the University of  Utah and his Ph.D. in music 
theory from the Eastman School of  Music. Dr. Lyon is a pianist as 

well as a violist. The greatest part of  his career,  to , was spent as a professor of  
music at Western Oregon University, where he is currently a professor emeritus.

Lyon has over  published compositions for chorus, strings, piano, and orchestra. 
Over , copies of  his compositions have been sold commercially. He has been the 
consecutive winner of  the  Standard Music Award in Composition each year since 
.  He served on the General Church Music Committee of  The Church of  Jesus 
Christ of  Latter-day Saints from -. 

Lyon’s music appeals to all ages. There are  commercial compact disc recordings 
available containing one or more of  his compositions. Two of  his hymns are included in 
the current  hymnal, and seven of  his songs are in the Primary song book for children. 
He is currently president of  Modern Music Methods, Inc., a publisher of  string music 
for children. He is actively involved in the development and continuation of  the Rainbow 
Tones String Series, teaching young children to play string instruments. 
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 vocally. … Immediately I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame 
me. …Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if  
I were doomed to sudden destruction. … When I was ready to sink into despair 
and abandon myself  to destruction— … to the power of  some actual being from 
the unseen world … — at this moment of  great alarm, I saw a pillar of  light 
exactly over my head, above the brightness of  the sun, which descended gradually 
until it fell upon me. It no sooner appeared than I found myself  delivered from 
the enemy which held me bound. (- :, -)

.  (Chorus: ) The tender mercies of  the Lord are over all those whom he 
hath chosen, because of  their faith, to make them mighty even unto the power 
of  deliverance. (  :)

.  (Tenor 1, Chorus: ) When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, 
whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me. … One 
of  them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other—
“This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!”  … I asked the 
Personages who stood above me in the light, which of  all the sects … I should 
join. I was answered that I must join none of  them … ; the Personage who 
addressed me said …: “they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of  men, having a 
form of  godliness, but they deny the power thereof.”  (- 
:-)

.  (Mezzo Soprano) O, ye nations of  the earth, how often would I have gathered 
you together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would 
not! How oft have I called upon you by the mouth of  my servants, … and 
would have saved you with an everlasting salvation, but ye would not!

 ( :-)

.  (Tenor 1) Who am I that I can withstand God? I had … seen a light, and in 
the midst of  that light I saw two Personages, and they did in reality speak to 
me; and though I was hated and persecuted for saying that I had seen a vision, 
yet it was true. My soul was filled with love, for many days I could rejoice with 
great joy! Who am I to withstand God? I had seen a light. (- :)

.  (Tenor 1, Chorus: ) Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; [for the feet of  
those who are in the east shall be established;] and break forth into singing, O 
mountains: [for they shall be smitten no more;] for the Lord hath comforted 
his people. ( :) (  :)

I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew that God knew it, and I could not 
deny it. …  (- :) 

My grace is sufficient for thee: my strength is made perfect in weakness.
(  :) 

Wherefore, I the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the 

   ‒                                                      ‒                         

Lyon and his wife Donna reside in Salt Lake City, Utah, and are the parents of  four 
children and currently have  grandchildren.

a b o u t  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  a n d  a r t i s t s

This new major classical work combines the talents of   vocalists and  
instrumentalists. Dr. Kevin Brower is a graduate of  Utah State University, Brigham Young 
University, and Arizona State University. In his eleventh year at -, Dr. Brower 
serves as director of  choral activities, conducts Collegiate Singers and Vocal Union, and 
is actively involved in the choral education program. Before his appointment at -

, he taught music in the public schools in Wyoming including junior high and high 
school choir, band, musical theatre, and general music.

a b o u t  t h e  s e r i e s

With a strong commitment to the performing and fine arts, - is proud to 
present the sixth tour of  the Sacred Music Series. The initial commissioned work, which 
premiered in , was Darwin Wolford’s Behold He Cometh! This helped to establish the 
foundation of  the current biennial series wherein - commissions, performs and 
records major Latter-day Saint religious music.

The music is performed by the various musical ensembles from - including the 
Symphony Orchestra, the Collegiate Singers, and the Men’s and Women’s Choirs. Often 
local choirs and performing groups participate in conjunction with the performance 
ensembles from -.

Funding for the Sacred Music Series comes from private donations with generous 
support from the Endowment for the Performing and Visual Arts and the Eliza R. Snow 
Society for the Performing and Visual Arts (www.byui.edu/snowsociety).

p a s t  s a c r e d  m u s i c  s e r i e s

 – Daniel E. Gawthrop, The Passion and the Promise
 – Merrill Jenson, Come Unto Christ

 – K. Newell Dayley, Immanuel
 – Robert M. Cundick, Song of Nephi
 – Crawford Gates, Visions of Eternity
 – Darwin Wolford, Behold He Cometh

The next commissioned work in -’s Sacred Music Series will premier in . 
The announcement of  the composer is forthcoming. Please watch  the Web site for 
updates and performance information:

  .     .    ⁄          

o r d e r  f o r m

Tonight’s performance is the sixth in a biennial sacred music series. Because of  the over-
whelming response in past years, the University is again offering recordings of  this year’s 
presentation. A limited supply of  previous sacred music recordings may also be ordered. 
Proceeds from the sales goes towards continuing -’s commitment to sacred music. 
For more information on the Sacred Music Series, visit www.byui.edu/sacredmusic.

 :                                                                         
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    :                                                            
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CD $  9.99  x  No. _______  =  _______
Cassette  $  5.99 x  No. _______  =  _______
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 :      

.  (Tenor 1, Chorus: ) There was [at the time] in the place where we lived 
an unusual excitement…, among … the different religious parties, which 
created no small stir and division amongst the people, some crying, “Lo, 
here!”  and others, “Lo, there!”  (- 
:)

.  (Chorus: ) And Jesus said, … if  any … say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, … 
that, if  it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

 ( :,-)

.  (Tenor 1) I was at this time in my fifteenth year. … During this time of  great 
excitement my mind was called up to serious reflection and great uneasiness; 
but though my feelings were deep and often poignant, still I kept myself  aloof  
from all these parties. … But so great were the confusion and strife among the 
different denominations, that it was impossible for a person young as I was, 
… to come to any certain conclusion who was right and who was wrong.

 (- :-)

.  (Baritone) Satan doth stir up the hearts of  the people to contention concerning 
the points of  my doctrine; and in these things they do err, for they do wrest 
the scriptures and do not understand them. ( :)

. (Tenor 1) In the midst of  this war of  words and tumult of  opinions, I often 
said to myself: What is to be done? Who of  all these parties are right, … and 
how shall I know it? (- :)

. (Tenor 1, Chorus: ) … I was one day reading the Epistle of  James, … “If  
any of  you lack wisdom, let him ask of  God, … [But let him ask in faith, 

nothing wavering] … and it shall be given him.”  (- :; 
 :-) 

 Never did any … scripture come with more power to the heart of  man than 
this did … to mine. … If  any person needed wisdom from God, I did. … I 
came to the conclusion that I must either remain in darkness and confusion, or 
… I must … ask of  God. ( :-)

. (Soprano and Mezzo Soprano Duet) For he that diligently seeketh shall find; and 
the mysteries of  God shall be unfolded unto them, by the power of  the Holy 
Ghost, as well in these times as in times of  old, and as well in times of  old as 
in times to come. (  :)

.  (Tenor 2) Then spake Jesus … saying, I am the light of  the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of  life.

 ( :)

 
        

.  (Chorus: ) And God said, “Let there be light:”  and there 
was light.  And God saw the light, that it was good. ( :-) 

God is the Lord, [who has shown us the way!] ( :)

.  (Baritone) Thus the Gospel began to be preached, from the beginning, being 
declared by holy angels sent forth from the presence of  God, and by his own 
voice, and by the gift of  the Holy Ghost. ( :)

. (Chorus: ) Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret 
unto his servants the prophets. ( :) 

God does inspire men and call them to his holy work in this age and 
generation, as … in generations of  old; thereby showing that he is the same … 
yesterday, today and forever. ( :-)

.  (Mezzo Soprano, Chorus: ) And the glory [of  the Lord] was upon Moses. … 
And God spake unto Moses, saying: “ … Behold, thou art my son; wherefore 
look, and I will show thee the workmanship of  mine hands… . Thou art in 
the similitude of  mine Only Begotten; and mine Only Begotten is and shall 
be the Savior.”  … And … behold, Satan came tempting 
him, saying: “Moses, son of  man, worship me.”  … And 
… Moses … said: “Who art thou? For behold, I am a son of  God, in the 
similitude of  his Only Begotten. … Where is thy glory, for it is darkness unto 
me? … Get thee hence, Satan; deceive me not.”

 ( :-, -)

. (Tenor 2, Chorus: ) This shall be the covenant that I will make with the 
house of  Israel; … I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; … [I] will be their God, and they shall be my people. (. :)

.  (Solo Quartet: Soprano, Mezzo Soprano, Tenor 2, Baritone) Yet the Lord testified 
against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers. … 
They rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, 

and his testimonies which he testified against them, [saying,]
 (  :,)

.  (Chorus: ) This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. … In vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of  men. ( 
:-)

. (Solo Quartet: Soprano, Mezzo Soprano, Tenor 2, Baritone, Chorus: ) For behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord 
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
shall come to thy light. ( :-) 

Let there be light: and there was light. ( :)

.  (Orchestral Intermezzo) 

. (Soprano) And … Jesus … was baptized of  John in Jordan. And straightway 
coming up out of  the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a 
dove descending upon him: and there came a voice from heaven, saying, 

.  (Soprano, Chorus: ) Thou art my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased. 
( :-)

. (Chorus: ) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. ( :-)

. (Soprano) [But] the light shineth in the darkness, and the darkness 
comprehended it not. ( :)

.  (Mezzo Soprano, Tenor 2, Chorus: SATB) [And] they cried, saying, “Crucify him, 
crucify him.”  … And when they were come to the place, 
which is called Calvary, there they crucified him. ( :, ) 

 [And] he was lifted up upon the cross and slain for the sins of  the world.
(  :)

.   (Solo Quartet: Soprano, Mezzo Soprano, Tenor 2, Baritone, Chorus: ) And this is 
the gospel, the glad tidings … —that he came into the world, even Jesus, to 
be crucified for the world, and to bear the sins of  the world, … and to cleanse 
it from all unrighteousness; that through him [might all] be saved whom the 
Father had put into his power and made by him. ( :-) 

 Now is Christ risen, and become the firstfruits of  them that slept.
(  :)

  
              

.  (Orchestral Intermezzo) 

.  (Soprano) This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because of  their deeds were evil. ( :)

.  (Tenor 2) And they chose Stephen, a man full of  faith and of  the Holy Ghost. 
… [And Stephen said to the people,] “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always also resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so 
do ye.”  ( :; :)

.  (Soprano, Tenor 2, Chorus: ) When they heard these things, they were cut 
to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full 
of  the Holy Ghost, looked … stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of  
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of  God, and said, “Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of  man standing on the right hand of  
God.”  Then they cried out with a loud voice, … and cast 
him out of  the city, and stoned him. ( :-)

.  (Baritone, Chorus: ) Behold, the days [cometh], … that I, [the Lord God], 
will send a famine in the land, not a famine of  bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but of  hearing the words of  the Lord: And they shall wander from sea to sea 
and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word 
of  the Lord, and shall not find it. ( :-)

.  (Soprano) For there are certain men crept in unawares, … ungodly men, … 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. ( :)

.  (Chorus: ) They have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine 
everlasting covenant. ( :)

.  (Mezzo Soprano) The Messiah … shall be made manifest unto them in the 
latter days … ; and shall bring them out of  darkness into light; … and out of  
captivity unto freedom. ( :, )

.  (Tenor 1) Wherefore, Joseph truly saw our day. … Yea, … [and] said: Thus 
saith the Lord unto me: A choice seer will I raise up out of  the fruit of  thy 
loins; and he shall be esteemed highly among the fruit of  thy loins. And unto 
him [I will give a] commandment that he shall do a work for his brethren, 
which shall be of  great worth unto them. … And he shall be great like unto 
Moses, whom I have said I would raise up unto you, to deliver my people, O 
house of  Israel. [Thus Joseph prophecied] that seer will the Lord bless. And 
his name shall be called after me; and it shall be called after the name of  his 
father. (  :,,,)

.  (Chorus: ) God hath chosen the foolish things of  the world to confound 
the wise; and … the weak things of  the world to confound the things which 
are mighty. (  :)

   
          

.  (Orchestral Interlude) 

.  (Tenor 1, Optional Chorus: Unis.) While I was laboring under the extreme difficulties 
caused by the contests of  these parties of  religionists, … I retired to the woods.  
… It was the first time in my life that I had made such an attempt … to pray 

   ‒                                                       ‒                                                       ‒                         

a b o u t  b r i g h a m  y o u n g  u n i v e r s i t y — i d a h o

Brigham Young University–Idaho, located in Rexburg, Idaho, is committed to quality 
education and spiritual growth. - is affiliated with The Church of  Jesus Christ 
of  Latter-day Saints.  The school was established as Bannock Stake Academy in  and 
for several decades operated as Ricks College. It has grown from a small church academy 
to a worldwide institution with enrollment of  over , students from all  states and 
more than  countries. A tradition of  service, hard work, friendliness and compassion 
often referred to as the “Spirit of  Ricks”  is being preserved and 
enhanced.

- is a unique institution of  higher education. It is a two-tiered institution 
offering bachelor’s and specialized associate degrees. The faculty is student focused 
without distractions of  faculty rank. Students enhance their education and gain 
valuable experience through academic internships. Activities offer students a wide array 
of  life changing experiences and voluntary participation. The school operates on an 
expanded year-round basis to allow more students to attend. Innovation and change 
are valuable characteristics of  - as it continues the process of  “rethinking 
education.”

a b o u t  t h e  w o r k

Dr. A. Laurence Lyon was commissioned to create the  Sacred Music Series and 
has entitled his composition Visions of Light and Truth. His work on the project began in 
January of  .  His efforts have culminated in a -minute presentation combining 
the richness of  melodies, the eloquence of  soloists, the harmony of  full orchestration, 
the fullness of  collegiate choirs, and the spirit of  a sacred message. It contains  
separate parts, including three orchestral intermezzos. Lyon’s work focuses on the 
general theme of  the vision of  the Father and Son to the prophet Joseph Smith. In 
addition, other accounts of  visions and/or appearances to prophets of  old are included 
to support the witness that God continues to speak to His prophets. In Lyon’s words, 
“Joseph Smith was not the first and only prophet to have a vision regarding the Father 
and the Son. In fact, his vision fits the pattern of  so many prophets, as revealed in the 
scriptures.”

p e r f o r m a n c e s

March , , Hart Auditorium
Brigham Young University–Idaho, Rexburg, Idaho,  p.m.

March , , Gammage Auditorium
Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, : p.m.

March , , Cashman Center Theatre
Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas, Nevada,  p.m.

March , , DeJong Concert Hall
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, : p.m.

March , , Browning Center —Austad Auditorium
Weber State University, Ogden, Utah, : p.m.

March , , Tabernacle 
Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah, : p.m.

March , , Barrus Concert Hall
Brigham Young University–Idaho, Rexburg, Idaho,  & : p.m.


