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ABOUT THE WORK

Come Unto Christ is presented in three sections with its text based 
on the teachings and earlier conversion story of Alma the Younger as 
recorded in the Book of Mormon.  His is a story that has been replayed 
throughout generations of time as men have come to recognize their 
wrong doings, experience a change of heart, strive to more closely 
follow the Savior, and then seek to share their new-found joy with 
others.

The oratorio opens late in Almas life, following his own conversion and 
subsequent calling as the High Priest of the Church of God.  We hear 
excerpts from his teachings to those who, like himself, have accepted 
Christ in their lives.  He asks the question, Have ye been spiritually born 
of God? Part I -- Invitation closes with Almas invitation to each of us 
to reexamine our lives and our commitment to the Saviour asking if ye 
have experienced a change of heartcan ye feel so now?  

As a young man, much to the sorrow of his own father who is also 
named Alma, Alma the Younger and his friends had become recognized 
as unbelievers who were actively seeking to destroy the church.  Almas 
conversion process unfolds in Part II -- Conversion when, after an 
angelic call to repentance much like that of the apostle Paul, Alma 
recalls the words of his own prophet-father.  Upon realization of the 
magnitude of his sins, he cries mightily for repentance. The section ends 
on an uplifting note of joy with Alma the Younger singing the praises of 
God, Oh, what joy and what marvelous light I did behold. 

In Part III -- Testimony we now hear a reborn Alma desiring that, 
perhaps I may be an instrument in the hands of God to bring some 
soul to repentance.  As was his fathers experience, Alma the Younger 
now finds that his own wayward son is in great need of learning to put 
his trust in God.  Alma adds his testimony to that of his father, that 
mankind can be saved only in and through Christ, joining prophets of 
all times in exhorting each of us to Come unto Christ.

Merrill Jenson calls Come Unto Christ a labor of intense faith, long 
suffering and love for his Savior, taking over a year to write.  He says 
about the writing, “I want the oratorio to have dignity, strength and 
power that is like unto the truths Alma the Younger taught us about 
the Saviour.  It is my hope that this music can help some souls to 
Come Unto Christ and find the great joy that comes from living His 
gospel.”  He says he has, for many years,  had a great desire to write 
an oratorio.  The opportunity to write a sacred work for Ricks College 
was a wonderful gift and a refreshing collaboration and association for 
him. He will always have a great love for the college and its faculty and 
students.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Merrill Jenson is an award-winning freelance composer, conductor, 
arranger and music producer with several feature-length film 
scores, large-screen visitors center productions, television shows and 
commercials, multi-media presentations, live theater efforts, albums 
and CDs to his credit.  He is currently composing the soundtrack 
with fellow composer Sam Cardon for the CBS special “An American 
Prophet” a film on the life of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

In 1998 he was the winner of two Pearl Awards, presented by the 



Faith Centered Music Association.  Pioneer Portrait was awarded Best 
Instrumental Album.  It was recorded in London with the National 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Trail of Hope, co-written by Sam Cardon, 
was awarded Best Musical Presentation or Soundtrack.  He recently 
conducted a concert of the The Garden, co-written with Michael 
McLean and Bryce Neubert, which was performed in the Dee Events 
Center in Ogden, Utah.

In his 20 years as a composer, Jenson’s credits include 18 feature-length 
films, among them Windwalker and Harry’s War, which were recorded 
in London with the National Philharmonic Orchestra.  Other credits 
include four large screen films, including Legacy, now showing at the 
Joseph Smith Building in Salt Lake City, Utah, and over 50 television 
and video tape productions. The latter include films for The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints satellite broadcasts, Church 
Educational System productions, and award-winning LDS Church 
Homefront commercials.  He has also produced and arranged a number 
of record albums including Noel, which was performed by the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir.

A native of Richfield, Utah, Jenson graduated from Brigham Young 
University with a degree in music composition, and served an LDS 
Church mission to Norway. Jenson and his wife, Betsy, are the parents 
of six children.  They make their home in Provo, Utah where he was 
recently released after serving as bishop in the Grandview Stake 10th 
Ward.

ABOUT RICKS COLLEGE

Ricks College, located in Rexburg, Idaho, is the largest private two-
year college in the United States, with an enrollment of 8,600 full-
time students.  The college is owned and operated by The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Founded in 1888 as Bannock Stake 
Academy, Ricks College is named after Thomas E. Ricks, founder and 
chairman of the schools first Board of Education.  Dr. David A. Bednar 
is currently serving as the colleges fourteenth president.

The Ricks College Music Department consists of 59 full- and part-time 
faculty members.  Major performing groups include six choirs, three 
orchestras, six bands and three percussion ensembles.  Approximately 
200 music majors and 1,500 non-majors participate in classes chosen 
from the 110 music courses offered each semester.

ABOUT THE SACRED MUSIC SERIES

Ricks College has a strong commitment to the performing and fine 
arts.  Tonights performance is a result of that commitment.  This years 
program, features Come Unto Christ by Merrill Jenson.  The initial 
commissioned work premiered in 1986 was Darwin Wolford’s Behold, 
He Cometh!  This helped to establish the foundation of the current 
biennial series wherein Ricks College commissions, performs and 
records major Latter-day Saint religious music.  Other performances 
include the sacred works of composers Crawford Gates, Visions of 
Eternity (1993); Robert Cundick, Song of Nephi (1995), and Newell 
Dayley, Immanuel (1997).  Principle funding for the Sacred Music 
Series is through private donations.  In the year 2001, the Ricks College 
Sacred Music Series will continue with the presentation of a newly-
commissioned work by ________________.



The colleges transition from a humble beginning on a sagebrush hill and 
its prestigious music program testify of the scriptural promise: And in 
the barren deserts there shall come forth pools of living waters ... And 
they shall bring forth their rich treasures unto the children ... And they 
shall be filled with songs of everlasting joy (D&C 133:29-33).

PERFORMANCE DATES

Rexburg, ID with Ricks Mens &Womens Choirs
Tuesday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Barrus Concert Hall at Ricks College

Logan, UT with Logan Institute Choir
Wednesday, April 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Kent Concert Hall at Utah State University

Orem, UT with Orem Institute Choir
Thursday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m.
McKay Events Center at Utah Valley State College

Cedar City, UT with Cedar City & St. George Institute Choirs
Friday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m.
The Centrum at Southern Utah University

Salt Lake City, UT with Salt Lake City Institute Choir, Ricks Mens & 
Womens Choirs
Saturday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m.
Tabernacle on Temple Square

Idaho Falls, ID with Ricks Mens &Womens Choirs
Sunday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m.
Civic Auditorium

Rexburg, ID with Ricks Mens &Womens Choirs 
Wednesday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Barrus Concert Hall at Ricks College

Rexburg, ID with Ricks Mens &Womens Choirs 
Thursday, April 15 at 5:00 & 8:00 p.m. 
Barrus Concert Hall at Ricks College

Rexburg, ID with Ricks Mens &Womens Choirs 
Sunday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m.
Hart Auditorium at Ricks College

Rexburg, ID with Ricks Mens &Womens Choirs 
Friday, April 23 at 8:00 p.m.
Hart Auditorium at Ricks College


