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Every year we have the opportunity to attend the Fall Faculty 

Conference. This year’s theme was “To Bear Them Up” which 

is fitting for the standard and vision our university strives 

to maintain. President John L. Clarke once said, “Ricks 

was founded upon the firm belief there are extraordinary 

possibilities in ordinary people.” President Clark Gilbert built 

on those words when he shared a message from President 

Henry B. Eyring during an employee meeting, words given 

to President Gilbert when he was assigned to be president 

of BYU-Idaho. President Eyring told him, “the essence of 

BYU-Idaho, and Ricks College before that, is the individual 

investment of faculty and staff in the lives of everyday 

students.”1 Hearing these words may leave us wondering how 

we can fulfill these expectations.

Our annual Fall Faculty Conference gives us the ability to 

share with others ways we have invested in learning how to 

best bear our students up. Our commitment and motivation 

come from each one of us truly believing in the “extraordinary 

possibilities” in each one of our students. I have mingled with 

faculty of other universities who expressed to me that they 

felt there was no reason to put any effort into building up their 

students or creating the best learning environments as their 

students were “incapable of doing anything anyway.” In strong 
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contrast, every BYU-Idaho faculty member I have met feels 

very strongly about helping not just their classes as a whole, 

but their students as individuals. 

Part of finding the best ways to bear our students up 

includes continuing to learn new ways or reworking old ways 

of teaching. I once read, “the professional teacher is one 

who learns from teaching, rather than one who has finished 

learning how to teach.”2 I feel blessed to teach at a university 

that supports their faculty developing professionally to find 

the best ways to serve and teach our students and also 

provides a way for us to share what we have learned with 

each other. 

The articles in this issue of Perspective come from the 

2018 Fall Faculty Conference presenters. It is my hope that as 

you read this issue, you will enjoy a chance to revisit or read 

for the first time the many topics that were presented and 

learn how others are striving to bear them up. You may even 

find yourself wanting to learn more and incorporate new 

strategies in your own teaching.

1. BYU-Idaho Employee Meeting, February 5, 2016 

2.  Darling-Hammond, L. (2008). Teacher Learning That Supports Student 
Learning. In B. Z. Presseisen (ed.), Teaching for Intelligence. Thousand Oaks: 
Corwin Press.
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