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C O N T R I B U T O R S

vo lu m e  3  n u m b e r  1  w i n t e r  2 0 0 3

Matthew Babcock—An Idaho native, whose wife, Missy, is from New 
York. Is a feminist by default—being married nine years and having three 
daughters. Favorite thing to do is listen to Missy sing jazz, melting into 
a puddle at her feet. Published poems in The South Dakota Review and 
an essay in Aethlon: The Journal of Sport Literature.

Michael Cannon—With his wife, Shauna Kaye, has four children. Enjoys 
running and tennis but not running while playing tennis. Spent a dozen 
years at Deseret News and Church News as a writer, editor, and photographer. 
Good at bringing in the mail and selecting sweet grapefruit

Samuel L. Clay II—With his wife, Myrlene, has four handsome boys. 
Thinks of himself and family as ordinary rank and file members of the 
Church—grateful to belong. A native of Mesa, joined the Church after 
high school and took a baccalaureate degree at Arizona State University 
and then masters and doctorate degrees at BYU.

Richard Dutcher—Graduated from BYU in Film, receiving the Producer 
Award.  Writes, produces, directs, and acts in films, recently God’s Army 
and Brigham City. Directed Eliza and I, film version of a one-woman 
play of the life of Eliza R. Snow. With his wife, Gwyn, and their four 
sons, lives in Mapleton, Utah. 

Scott Ferguson—Hobby is watching old movies. Fishes occasionally and 
enjoys exercising. Served in two stake presidencies, but his favorite calling 
was as deacons advisor. Member of the Sugar-Salem school board. Married 
to Julie, with six children.
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Christopher N. Fox—Loves reading and writing. Is the only male in the 
house, with four daughters. A family tradition is the annual President’s 
Day Pie Eating Contest—Chris finished 4th this year. Loves the outdoors 
and appreciates having a whole house for the family after the cramped 
apartment in Los Angeles.

Matthew Geddes—Raised on a nut farm in California. Learned there to 
play in the mud and began his art career making pottery. Loves what’s 
beautiful, including art, Christine, and the four children. Earned his MFA 

at BYU. Is Dean of the College of Performing and Visual Arts.

Gerald Griffin—Grew up in Belmont, California, playing football and 
rock & roll music. Loves to travel on weekends but avoids flying and 
never lets anyone else drive. Has two obsessions, refinishing furniture, 
which he does steadily year after year, and fly fishing, though he hasn’t 
been in five years.

Beth R. Hendricks—Was raised in Rexburg, a great-granddaughter of 
William F. Rigby. Has three sons, the oldest now serving a mission. Is 
building a home with her husband, Ted, which is making them both a 
bit grayer.

Steven V. Hunsaker—Has been diminishing the height average in the 
Department of Foreign Languages since 2001. As assistant scoutmaster, 
wonders if this is the inevitable payment for not earning his Eagle rank. 
Came from Kansas to Rexburg to get away from wind and cold. Father 
of four and husband of one wife.

Dorla Jenkins—Retired from 30 years teaching in the English Department 
in 2000. Currently serving a mission in the Church Education System, 
assigned at the Church Office Building where she works as an editor. 
Partial to animals, especially horses, and to her grandchildren, following 
all their successes.
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Bruce Kusch—A native Californian, as are his wife and four children. Was 
sustained as bishop by people who had been there the day he was blessed 
as a baby in the same ward. Loves hiking, camping, fishing, woodworking, 
reading, running.

Brian Lemon—Raised in Brigham City, Utah; received BA in Chemistry 
and PhD in Biochemistry at Utah State University. Enjoys mountain 
biking, reading, yard work, and reading to children Brandon, Sara, and 
Janessa. Married Marybeth Porter of Ogden.

James Papworth—Teaches Poetry Writing and Advanced Composition 
for English majors. Enjoys paper making, book binding, hiking, reading, 
horseback riding, fishing, and driving around in his oversized diesel pickup. 
A big man who notices every little thing.

Shauna Samuelson—Mother of eight and stay-at-home mom, she keeps 
in touch with friends through correspondence. An armchair naturalist 
with a particular interest in bears; likes driving back roads looking for 
wildlife and reading novels.

Rhonda Seamons—Grew up in Kanesville, Utah, near Ogden, received 
bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees in education at BYU, and served 
a mission to Madrid, Spain. Taught in the Elementary Education and 
English Departments; is now Learning Assessment Coordinator.

David L. Ward—Has taught in the English Department for 15 years, 
including a stint as Director of the Writing Center. Received BA and 
MA from BYU and PhD in English and Education from the University 
of Michigan. With JannaLee has five children. Serves on the Madison 
school board.
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