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Creating Your Celestial Marriage

“Many years ago, after 
World War II, I was 

attending college. There I 
met Donna Smith. About 
that time I read that two 
essential ingredients to a 
successful marriage are a 

cookie and a kiss. I thought 
that was a pretty good 

balance.”  
President Packer



Creating Your Celestial Marriage

“And they were 
married, and given in 
marriage, and were 
blessed according to 
the multitude of the 
promises which the 
Lord had made unto 
them.” (4 Nephi 1:11)

What are some other “essential ingredients,”  to a successful 
marriage? Come up with three and share your favorite idea 

with your partner. The person who has darker hair goes first. 



The Symbol of a Diamond



The Symbol of a Diamond

 Some facts about diamonds
 It’s estimated they take 1-3 billion years to form

 They’re formed by compressing carbon at extremely high 
temperatures and pressure

 They’re formed about 100 miles below the earth’s surface and 
are carried to the top by volcanic eruptions

 It’s the hardest, and longest lasting, material on earth

Any similarities to a Celestial Marriage?



The Symbol of a Diamond

 What’s the value of a diamond?
 Most valuable material

 Gold: $55/gram

 Diamond: $55,000/gram

 Hope diamond valued at roughly $350M

 How is that value determined?
 COLOR

 CUT

 CLARITY

 CARAT-WEIGHT



Creating Your Celestial Marriage

Creating your Celestial Marriage is a lifelong pursuit.
 It takes time, patience, effort, etc.

 The end result is valuable beyond imagination

 Alma 32:37-43



Color



Color

“Virtue is the strong glue 
which holds it all together. 
Said the Lord, ‘Thou shalt 
love thy wife with all thy 

heart, and shalt cleave unto 
her and none else.’(D&C

42:22)” 
(President Faust, The Enriching of Marriage)

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/42.22?lang=eng#21


Color

 “Let thy bowels also be full of 
charity towards all men, and to 
the household of faith, and let 
virtue garnish thy thoughts 
unceasingly; then shall thy 
confidence wax strong in the 
presence of God…” (D&C 121:45)

 “Be strong. Be clean. Avoid 
degrading and destructive types 
of content at all costs—wherever 
they may be! I sound this 
warning to everyone, 
everywhere.” (President Thomas 
S. Monson)



Color

THREE QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

 What does purity in marriage look like? 

 How are you seeking to live a pure and virtuous life right 
now? 

 What blessings have you received from keeping your 
covenants with complete fidelity? 

Take about one minute and turn to your partner and 
answer the questions. The person who is shortest goes 
first.



Color

President Ezra Taft Benson, the 13th 
President of the Church, counseled: “If you 
are married, avoid flirtations of any kind. 
… What may appear to be harmless teasing 
or simply having a little fun with someone 
of the opposite sex can easily lead to more 
serious involvement and eventual 
infidelity. A good question to ask ourselves 
is this: Would my spouse be pleased if he 
or she knew I was doing this? Would a 
wife be pleased to know that her husband 
lunches alone with his secretary? Would a 
husband be pleased if he saw his wife 
flirting and being coy with another man? 
My beloved brothers and sisters, this is 
what Paul meant when he said: ‘Abstain 
from all appearance of evil’ (1 
Thessalonians 5:22). (“The Law of 
Chastity,” inBrigham Young University 
1987–88 Devotional and Fireside Speeches 
[1988], 52).



Color

“Loyalty is a form of respect. 
Prophets teach that successful 
marriage partners are ‘fiercely loyal’ 
to each other. They keep their social 
media use fully worthy in every way. 
They permit themselves no secret 
Internet experiences. They freely 
share with each other their social 
network passwords. They do not 
look at the virtual profiles of anyone 
in any way that might betray the 
sacred trust of their spouse. They 
never do or say anything that 
approaches the appearance of 
impropriety, either virtually or 
physically. Watch and learn: terrific 
marriages are completely respectful, 
transparent, and loyal.”
(L. Whitney Clayton)



Color



Cut



Cut

 The better the cut, the more 
brilliant the diamond looks. This is 
because correct angles and 
proportions allow light rays to 
reflect most effectively off the 
stone.

 Illustrates the importance of 
cutting things out of your life that 
aren’t benefitting your marriage 
and family.

 Each spouse may have to sacrifice 
some of their personal pleasures in 
order for the marriage to flourish.



Cut

“Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a 
certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received 
him into her house.

“And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word.

“But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came 
to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath 
left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.

“And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things:

“But one thing is needful, and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-
42)



Cut

Definition of the word CUMBER:

“cum·ber
(kŭm′bər)

tr.v. cum·bered, cum·ber·ing, cum·bers
1. To weigh down; burden: was cumbered 

with many duties.
2. To hamper or hinder, as by being in the 

way: was cumbered with a long poncho.
3. To litter; clutter up: Weeds cumbered the 

garden paths.
4. Archaic To bother; distress.” 

(FreeDictionary.com)



Cut

 As you think about things to cut from your life, 
think about what is cumbering you spiritually and 
temporally…

What is weighing you down?

What is hindering your way?

What is cluttering up your life?

What is bothering you?

What is getting in your way of having a celestial 
marriage?

 Jacob 5



Cut

“Please be careful of becoming 
so immersed and engrossed in 
pixels, texting, ear buds, 
twittering, online social 
networking, and potentially 
addictive uses of media and the 
Internet that you fail to 
recognize the importance of 
your physical body and miss 
the richness of person-to-
person communication.” (Elder 

David A. Bednar)



Cut

“One of the ways Satan 
lessens your effectiveness 
and weakens your spiritual 
strength is by encouraging 
you to spend large blocks of 
your time doing things that 
matter very little. I speak of 
such things as sitting for 
hours on end watching 
television or videos, playing 
video games night in and 
night out, [and] surfing the 
Internet.” 
(Elder M. Russell Ballard)



Cut

 Take a moment and write down two 
things that are getting in the way of 
creating your celestial marriage.

 Then write two things you can do 
(positive things) to start to replace and 
CUT out those negative things. 

 Pray for the enabling power of the 
Atonement to help you seek for 
change.

“ Turn to the Lord in faith, and 
you will know what to do and 

how to do it.” 
(Elder Ballard, Daughters of God)



Clarity



Clarity

The lesson of “clarity” is 
very simple -

Once you're 
married, choose to 
stop seeing flaws 

and to only see the 
good in your 

spouse!



Clarity



Clarity

Listen carefully to the lyrics of this song, Truth Reflects 
Upon Our Senses (Hymn #273)

http://broadcast.lds.org/churchmusic/MP3/1/1/words/273.mp3


Clarity

What thoughts or 
feelings did you have 
as you listened to the 

story and song? 



Clarity

 Another meaning 
clarity can take on in 
marriage, is to have a 
source of clarity in 
your life and in your 
marriage. 

 What are some sources 
of true clarity in your 
lives? 

Turn to your partner and 
share two ideas. 



Carat-weight



Carat-weight

In marriage, we think of this as 
remembering the more weighty matters. 

“Is there not room enough on the mountains 
of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and on the plains of 
Olaha Shinehah, or the land where Adam 
dwelt, that you should covet that which is 
but the drop, and neglect the more weighty 
matters?” (D&C 117:8)



Carat-weight

“You build up the kingdom of 
God as you place your family 
first. A husband’s highest 
priesthood duty is to love and 
care for his wife, to bless her and 
their children. A wife’s highest 
calling is to love her husband and 
nurture their children. As you 
serve the Lord, know that your 
‘duty is unto the church forever, 
and this because of [your] family’ 
(D&C 23:3).”
(Elder Russell M. Nelson)



Carat-weight

“Our priorities are most visible in how we use 
our time. Someone has said, ‘Three things never 
come back—the spent arrow, the spoken word, 
and the lost opportunity.’ We cannot recycle or 
save the time allotted to us each day. With time, 
we have only one opportunity for choice, and 
then it is gone forever.”

“In terms of priorities for each major decision 
(such as education, occupation, place of 
residence, marriage, or childbearing), we should 
ask ourselves, what will be the eternal impact
of this decision? Some decisions that seem 
desirable for mortality have unacceptable risks 
for eternity. In all such choices we need to have
inspired priorities and apply them in ways that 
will bring eternal blessings to us and to our 
family members.” (Elder Dallin H. Oaks)



Carat-weight

“The ultimate Latter-day Saint priorities are twofold: 
First, we seek to understand our relationship to God the 
Eternal Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, and to secure that 
relationship by obtaining their saving ordinances and by 
keeping our personal covenants. 
Second, we seek to understand our relationship to our 
family members and to secure those relationships by the 
ordinances of the temple and by keeping the covenants we 
make in that holy place. 
These relationships, secured in the way I have explained, 
provide eternal blessings available in no other way. No 
combination of science, success, property, pride, prominence, 
or power can provide these eternal blessings!” (Elder Oaks, 
Focus & Priorities)



Carat-weight

How should 
understanding those 
two priorities change 

what you do? 



Carat-weight

Elder Oaks: “While we’re talking about this, what does it mean that the family comes 
first? We say that, and we believe it, but what does it mean that the family comes first? I 
want to use your eyeglasses to recall a metaphor from Neal Maxwell. He suggested on 
another subject that we write something on the inside of our glasses so that whenever we 
looked at any subject, we see that message. Similarly, we might say that when we look at 
decisions about how the family will use its time or decisions about how the ward will 
schedule its activities, we have written inside our eyeglasses, ‘The family comes first.’”

Elder Holland: “I love – we all love – the line from Ecclesiastes, ‘To every thing there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). We’ve only got so 
much time, but we all have the same amount of it. So I think if we work on priorities, we 
can make family first. I think we can do a better job.” 

Elder Oaks: “And when we speak of family first, we have to think of ideas like family 
prayer and family home evening and family scripture study and making time and seeing 
that these things happen which have eternal consequences in the spiritual growth of our 
children. That’s a manifestation of ‘family comes first.’” (p. 17, WWLTM, February 2008)



Carat-weight

How do we make time for what 
matters most? 
“That is a true promise. When 
we put God’s purposes first, He 
will give us miracles. If we pray 
to know what He would have 
us do next, He will multiply the 
effects of what we do in such a 
way that time seems to be 
expanded. He may do it in 
different ways for each 
individual, but I know from 
long experience that He is 
faithful to His word.” (President 
Eyring, Education for Real Life)



Your Marriage Has Eternal Value

Just as diamonds are highly 
valued and sought after, your 

marriage has eternal and 
immeasurable value. 

“Marriage is a gift 
from God to us; 

the quality of our 
marriages is a gift 
from us to Him.” 

(L. Whitney Clayton)



Action Items

 COLOR – Strive to be virtuous and pure. Decide one 
thing you can do to better, “Cleave unto the 
covenants which thou hast made.” (D&C 25:13)

 CUT – Turn to the Lord in faith and pray to know 
what you need to cut out of your life.

 CLARITY – Pray for eyes to see the good in your 
spouse. Work on yourself first. Find a renewed 
source of clarity in your life.

 CARAT-WEIGHT – Make the Lord’s priorities and 
prophetic priorities, your priorities.


