Using Vital Records Index to Locate Ancestors

Instructor: Lamont Saunders

Where to begin?
1. Do you have any original data?
2. What area of the British Isles is your ancestor from?
3. Acquire the appropriate vital records index.

43 The general rule of thumb is that families don’t move very far from their birth place.
This is especially the case before 1800 in Europe and the British Isles.

4. Do a birth/christening search for your surname in the country and county that your
ancestor lived in.

Select all or part of the list. Keep your selection to less than 100.

Copy these names by creating a gedcom file.

Open Personal Ancestral File and create a new file.

Import the gedcom file you created from the Vital Records Index.
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These names will be mostly unlinked except for child to parent. Some things to do to
find appropriate links:

a. Do a search for the person’s marriage in the Vital Records Index.
b. Look at the other names in your original search for common parents. 0 ;@l

After you have gathered all the data you can easily find: ].Lil-i

9. Do a match and merge.

Websites used in this presentation:

http://www.genuki.org.uk/

http://www.soham.org.uk/

http://www.multimap.com

http://earth.google.com/
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England

BDF Bedford

BRE Berkzhire

BKM Buckinghamszhire
CAM Cambridgeszhire
CHS Cheshire

COM Cornwall

CUL Cumberland
DBY Derbyzhire
DEY Devon

DOR Dorzet

DUR County Durham
ES55 Essex

GLS Gloucestershire
HAM Hampszhire

HEF Herefordzhire
HRT Hertfordshire
HUH Huntingdonzhire
KEM Kent

LAM Lancashire

LEl Leicestershire
LIN Lincolnshire
MDX Middlesex

MBL Morthumberland
HFK HMorfolk

HTH Horthamptonzhire
HTT HMottinghamshire
0xF Oxfordzhire
RUT Rutland

SAL Shropshire

SFK  Suffolk

S0OM Somerzet

SBY Surmrey

55X Sussex

STS Staffordshire
wAR wWarwickszhire
WES Westmorland
WwiL Wiltshire

wOR WwWorcestershire
YKS Yorkszhire

ERY
MNRY
WHY
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GENUKI

Counties of England, Wales
and Scotland prior to the

1974 Boundary Changes
So®

Yorkshire: East Riding
Yorkszhire: Horth Riding
Yorkshire: West Riding

Wales

Anglesey
Breconshire
Caernarvonzhire
Cardiganszhire
Carmarthenshire
Denbighshire
Flintzhire
Glamorgan
Mernionethshire
Monmouthshire
Montgomeryshire
Pembrokeshire
R adnorshire

AGY
BRE

CGM
CHMMN
DEN
FLMN

GLA

MER
MOM
MGY
PEM
RAD

Isle of Man

AGY

SHI 7|
8
q

ABD
ANS
ARL
AR
BAM
BEW
BUT

CLK
DFS
DNBE
ELM
FIF
INY
KCD
KRS
KEKD
LKS
MLM
MOR
MAI
0Kl
PEE
PER

ROC
ROX
SEL
SHI
S5TI
SuUT
WILN
wWiG

Scotland

Aberdeenshire
Angus [Forfarshire]
Argylizshire
Avrshire

B anffshire
Berwickzhire
Butezhire
Caithness
Clackmannanshire
Dumfriez-zhire
Dunbartonzhire
E ast Lothian
Fife
Inverness-shire
Kincardinezhire
Kinross-shire
Kirkcudbrightshire
Lanarkshire
Midlothian
Morayzhire
Hairnshire
Orkney Izslands
Peeblesz-zhire
Perthshire
Renfrewshire
Hoss & Cromarty
Roxburghshire
Selkirkshire
Shetland lzlands
Stirlingshire
Sutherland
Wwest Lothian
Wigtownshire

10w

Izle of Wight

H LIN Holland
K LIN Kesteven
L LIN Lindsey
R RUT




Using Vital Records Index to Locate Ancestors

Instructor: Lamont Saunders

Approximating dates

You may estimate dates for events based on other information.

You may use standard genealogical approximations. For example, from a marriage
date you can estimate birth dates. You can estimate that a man was married at age
25 and a woman at age 21. You can also estimate that a first child was born one year
after the marriage and that subsequent children were born every two years after that.
Tip: You need at least the approximate year of an event for ordinances to be
performed. Below are some examples of how you may estimate a date.

When you type an approximated date onto an individual or marriage record, you can
type one of the following words or abbreviations to indicate that the date is not exact:
About or Abt

Before or Bef

After or Aft

Estimated or Est

Assumed places

You may assume places of residence based on a place where one member of a
family was born, died, or lived at some time, or where the husband and wife were
married. This place can be used as a probable place of residence for other members
of the family.

Tip: You could make note of the assumption in your notes.

Notes:



