Using Vital Records Index to Locate Ancestors

Instructor: Lamont Saunders

Where to begin?
1. Do you have any original data?
2. What area of the British Isles is your ancestor from?
3. Acquire the appropriate vital records index.

£ e general rule of thumb 1s that families don’t move very tar tfrom their birth place.
?Th 1 rule of thumb is that families don’ far fi heir birth pl
This is especially the case before 1800 in Europe and the British Isles.

4. Do a birth/christening search for your surname in the country and county that your
ancestor lived in.

Select all or part of the list. Keep your selection to less than 100.

Copy these names by creating a gedcom file.

Open Personal Ancestral File and create a new file.

Import the gedcom file you created from the Vital Records Index.

o No o

These names will be mostly unlinked except for child to parent. Some things to do to
find appropriate links:
a. Do asearch for the person’s marriage in the Vital Records Index.
b. Look at the other names in your original search for common parents. 0 I@l
After you have gathered all the data you can easily find: M

9. Do a match and merge.

Websites used in this presentation:

http://www.genuki.org.uk/

http://www.soham.org.uk/

http://www.multimap.com

http://earth.google.com/
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Scotland

Aberdeenzhire
Angus [Forfarshire]
Argyllzshire
Ayrshire

B anffzhire
Berwickshire
Buteszhire
Caithness
Clackmannanshire
Dumifries-shire
Dunbartonshire
E azt Lothian
Fife
Inverness-shire
Kincardineshire
Kinrozz-zhire
Kirkcudbrightzhire
Lanarkshire
Midlothian
Morayzhire
Hairnshire
Orkney Izslands
Peebles-shire
Perthzhire
Renfrewshire
Ross & Cromarty
Hoxburghzhire
Selkirkzhire
Shetland lzslands
Stirlingshire
Sutherland
Wweszt Lothian
wWigtownshire

England SHI o &

BDF Bedford M 1' ABD
BREK Berkshire = AMNS
BKM Buckinghamshire | GOUNtIies of England, Wales ARL
CAM Cambrnidgeshire - AYR
CHS Cheshire and Scotland prior to the BAN

omwa BEW
CUL Cumberland 1974 Boundary Changes BUT
DBY Derbyshire CAl
DEY¥ Devon L CLK
DOR Dorset @ OFKI DFS
DUR County Durham DNB
ESS Essex ) ELN
GLS Gloucestershire ROC FIF
HAM Hampshire INY
HEF Herefordshire KCD
HRT Hertfordshire BAM KRS
HUN Huntingdonszhire M MOR KKD
KEN Kent H MAl LES
LAN Lancashire g} MLN
LEl Leicesterzhire MOR
LIN Lincolnshire G Nal
MDX Middlesex INV oKl
HEL Morthumberland g PEE
NFEK. HNorfolk PER
HTH Horthamptonshire > C CLE RPw
HNTT Hottinghamshire - D KCD ROC
O0XF Oxfordshire E ELH ROX
RUT Rutland K KRS SEL
SAL Shropshire L MLNMN SHI
SFE  Suffolk LT T | 5TI
S0OM Somerset ‘ sSuT
SHY Surmrey wlLN
55X Sussex wiG
5T5 Staffordshire
WwhAHR wWarwickzhire
WES Westmorland
WIL Wiltshire
WOR Worcestershire
YEKS Yorkzhire
ERY “Yorkshire: East Riding
HRY Yorkshire: Horth Riding
WHY Yorkshire: West Riding

Izle of Man
AGY
Wales

AGY Anglesey
BHE Breconzhire
CAE Caernarvonzhire
CGH Cardiganshire
CMH Carmarthenshire
DEN Denbighzhire
FLN Flintzhire
GLA Glamorgan
MER Merionethshire
MON Monmouthzhire 10%
MGY Montgomeryzhire Izle of Wight
FPEM Fembrokeshire

RAD Radnorshire

H LIN Holland
K LIN Kesteven
L LIN Lindsey
R RUT
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Approximating dates

* You may estimate dates for events based on other information.

* You may use standard genealogical approximations. For example, from a marriage
date you can estimate birth dates. You can estimate that a man was married at age
25 and a woman at age 21. You can also estimate that a first child was born one year
after the marriage and that subsequent children were born every two years after that.

« Tip: You need at least the approximate year of an event for ordinances to be
performed. Below are some examples of how you may estimate a date.

* When you type an approximated date onto an individual or marriage record, you can
type one of the following words or abbreviations to indicate that the date is not exact:

* About or Abt
Before or Bef
After or Aft
Estimated or Est

 Assumed places

* You may assume places of residence based on a place where one member of a
family was born, died, or lived at some time, or where the husband and wife were
married. This place can be used as a probable place of residence for other members
of the family.

« Tip: You could make note of the assumption in your notes.

Notes:



