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Pool Manger vs. Test Manager 

 

“Test” may not be a student‟s favorite word.  It might not be 

yours either.  Luckily, I-Learn has created a tool that simplifies 

online testing.  Initial work is required for creating the test, but 

the ability to retrieve questions and simplify the grading 

process is enhanced with the Test and Pool Manager tools in    

I-Learn. 

 

The Test Manager is the basic 

application of test creation.   

A test can be created and 

managed in this application if 

(and only if) you don‟t want 

to use any of these questions 

again.  The Pool Manager is 

far more test-friendly.  If test 

items are created in a pool, 

these items can be used to 

compile tests in the Test 

Manager.  For example, if an 

instructor had created a test 

using the Pool Manager, and 

wanted to use some of those 

questions on the final exam, 

she could simply select the questions she wanted from 

previously created tests, and copy them into the final exam.  

For this reason, we strongly encourage all instructors to create 

their test items in the Pool Manager. 

 

Instructors can also create tests which randomize questions.  

For example, if you had thirty questions created for a twenty 

question quiz, each quiz would have twenty questions 

randomly selected from the thirty question pool.  Each student 

would take a different test from the same questions.  “The Pool 

Manager allows faculty to better assess the learning of students 

by allowing a more diverse pool of questions,” says Sara 

Nielsen, a Faculty Technology Center student-employee. 

 

For those who are unaware of how to set-up tests in the Pool 

Manager, just follow this process: 

1.  Enter the Control Panel in the desired course.  

2.  Select Pool Manager.  

3.  Click Add Pool. 

4.  Enter the Name and if desired the description and 

instructions.  

5.  Create the questions using the dropdown menu and 

selecting go. 

6.  Enter the question, answers, and point values for the test. 

7.  Repeat steps 6 and 7 until the test is complete. Then 

Submit.  

 

For further instruction, please call the Faculty Technology 

Center, or attend this month‟s trainings concerning the Test 

Manager and the Pool Manger.  

 

What are YOUR students saying? 

 

You may be surprised to learn how students responded when 

asked what they thought about I-Learn.  Students like Buddhi 

Ukwaththa, a junior from Sri Lanka, Katrina Allen, a freshman 

from Spokane, WA, and Chris Karanenburg, a junior from 

Alpine, UT, all agreed upon one main idea: I-Learn helps 

prepare them for class, but only when it allows the students to 

actively learn the information before class.  For example, 

Katrina told how one of her teachers posts assignments on       

I-Learn to have them read before class and then bring to class 

along with insights they‟ve had.  “It helps me feel ready to 

engage in discussion and to feel the spirit,” she said. 

 

Students commonly stated that I-Learn tools such as peer-to-

peer applications and collaboration tools help them to have 

discussions outside of class with their peers.  It facilitates their 

use of the BYU-Idaho Learning Model—students teaching 

students.  Nate Coughran, a junior from Littleton, CO, said 

“We grade each other‟s papers and it helps me because I see 

good examples . . . and really bad examples!” He also likes 

when assignments and syllabi are posted.  “It‟s helpful to have 

an online reference.”  

 

 

I-Learn Satellite Centers 

       

As part of a pilot effort to better serve faculty, the Faculty 

Technology Center (FTC) has opened satellite centers across 

the campus.  There are currently three satellite centers, located 

in Smith 208, Spori 226, and Hinckley 309.  

 

These centers exist to increase 

availability of I-Learn tech support and 

various associated applications, while 

minimizing the distance needed to reach 

a lab.  The hub of these satellite centers 

is the FTC, which is still located on the 

third floor of the McKay Library.  Large 

or media-based projects should still be 

completed in the main lab.  

 

Each satellite center is staffed with one to two highly-trained 

lab assistants.  These assistants are available to individually 

mentor faculty on the ins and outs of I-Learn.  Faculty can go 

directly to the main center or one of the satellite centers 

located nearest their building for assistance.  They can also 

request one-on-one training in their offices.  No appointments 

are necessary for either type of these visits.  The lab assistants 

are trained in: course creation, course copy, Grade Center, 

blogs, wikis, and discussion boards.  They are also a valuable 

resource for determining what components of I-Learn would 

be effective tools for your class.   

 

Please come visit, Monday thru Friday from 12:00pm-4:00pm! 
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A Faculty Advisory Committee for I-Learn is functioning 

under approval of Academic Council. This committee 

provides feedback and recommendations on I-Learn training, 

management and implementation. The six colleges are 

represented with one committee member each. Members 

include: 
 Jason Shaw (Agriculture and Life Sciences) 

 Mike Whitesides (Business and Communication) 

 Larry Thurgood (Education and Human Development) 

 Scott Cameron (Language and Letters) 

 Shawn Randall (Performing and Visual Arts) 

 Evan Hansen (Physical Sciences and Engineering) 

 Arlen Wilcock, Dean Allen, Orren Squires (AT) 
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«Zip» 

 

Using the Test & Pool Managers in I -Learn  

November 6, 7, 20 or 21;  4:00pm-5:00pm  

McKay 364 

 

Basic Microsoft Word & Excel (2007)  

November 13 or 14; 4:00pm-5:00pm  

McKay 364 

 

I-Learn Q & A  

November 27 or 28; 4:00-5:00pm 

McKay 364 

Updated workshop calendar may be found at                    

http://www.byui.edu/at/ilearn_schedule.htm 

Grade Center—Download and Print Grades 

1. Access your Grade Center through the Control Panel. 

2. From the menu, select Manage, then click 

Download.  

3. Choose the Data and Options you‟d like, such as 

Selected Column, if you don‟t want every 

assignment. Make sure under Options it is set to Tab.  

4. Click Submit. Then click Download.  

5. An „Open With Excel‟ window should appear. Click 

Ok. Then print from within Excel.  

 
 

If you have questions regarding the Tip of the Month, refer to the 

tutorials at http://www.byui.edu/onlinlearning/tutorials/ilearn/

facultytuts.htm or call the FTC at (208) 496-1592. 


