
Danish Genealogical Records 

       
 There are many good genealogical records for Denmark.  The Danish government has placed 

indexes and digital copies of the most important records on the Internet.  These are free.  The Family 

History Library in Salt Lake City also has a good collection of Danish records on microfilm.  Research 

helps and procedures, with links to these and other records can be found at the Family Search website: 

https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Denmark.  Also go to the Family Search main page 

familysearch.org and use the search feature to see whether your ancestor’s parish has been extracted.  

 

Emigration Records: 

 In order tosearch for your ancestors in Denmark, you must know which parish they lived in and 

an approximate date. Before you search the Danish records, get as much information as you can from 

family and US records. Also search the Danish emigration database if your ancestor left Denmark 

between 1869 and 1940.  This database is found at the Dansk Demografisk Database website. Go to 

http://ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm and click on “Emigrants”.  If you have LDS Danish emigrants, see The 

Journey Is the Reward, an on-line book that can be downloaded free from this website: 

http://www.xmission.com/~nelsonb/scand.htm   Even if you know where your emigrant ancestor came 

from, this book is worth searching for the historical information it contains.   

  

Parish Records:   

 Until about the mid-1800s, all vital records were kept by the Lutheran Church which was the 

state church.  After that time churches recognized by the government (Catholic, Reformed, Methodist, 

and Jewish) were allowed to keep their own records.  The Lutheran Church continued to keep the 

records of members of other churches, including LDS church members.    

 Generally parish clerks kept good records.  The earliest records are christenings or baptisms, 

marriages, and burials. Later births and deaths were also recorded. A few records were kept as early as 

the 1640s, but these are rare.  In general, most parish records are available as far back as the early 

1700s. Most of these records have been digitized and are online for free. See 

www.arkivalieronline.dk   This site is in Danish and is a little difficult to use. See 

http://www.bobcatsworld.com/genclass/Online%20Danish%20Parish%20Registers.pdf for an 

explanation in English about how to use this site.  Some of these parish records have been indexed and 

are on the Dansk Demografisk Database. To find this index, you need to go to the Danish site  

http://ddd.dda.dk/   Click on “Kirkebger.” Danish parish records are also on microfilm and can be 

ordered through the Family History Center.  

 

Census Records: 

 The state of Denmark kept census records.  Indexes to many of these census records are online 

and free at Dansk Demografisk Database. http://ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm  Instructions for searching are 

in English.  The Family History Library has microfilms of the original, and these are being scanned 

and put on the Arkivalieronline Internet site: www.arkivalieronline.dk 

 

Danish Probate Records: 

 Danish probate records are also useful, though a little more difficult to search. An index to 

probate records for four Danish counties (Thisted, Viborg, Aalborg, Randers) is on the Dansk 

Demografisk Database. The original probate records are on microfilm at the Family History Library. 

 

 

Norwegian Genealogical Records  

 

 The most important records for Norwegian genealogy are being digitized and indexed.  

They are on an Internet site sponsored by the Norwegian government and are free. Go to the 

Digitalarkivet website: http://arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629. The search feature for this 

site is being reconstructed, so there is an old version and a new version.  Read the English 

http://www.xmission.com/~nelsonb/scand.htm
http://ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm


instructions, and try searching in both versions. If you click on a link and find you are in a 

Norwegian-language site, look for a link to the English site at the top or bottom of the page. 

A good “how to” site for finding your Norwegian ancestors is How to Trace your Ancestors in 

Norway  http://digitalarkivet.uib.no/sab/howto.html   

 The Family History Library in Salt Lake City has many Norwegian records on 

microfilm.  Research helps with links to the Digitalarkivet can be found at the Familysearch 

website https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Norway.  Also go to the Family Search main 

page familysearch.org and use the search feature to see whether your ancestor’s parish has 

been extracted. 

 

Emigration Records: 

 In order tosearch for your ancestors in Norway, you must know which parish they 

lived in and an approximate date. Before you search the Norwegian records, get as much 

information as you can from family and US records.  There are some Norwegian emigration 

records on the Digitalarkivet website.  If you have LDS Norwegian emigrants, see The Journey Is 

the Reward, an on-line book that can be downloaded free from this website: 

http://www.xmission.com/~nelsonb/scand.htm   Even if you know where your emigrant ancestor came 

from, this book  is worth searching for the historical information it contains.   

 

Parish and Census Records:         

 The most important original records for Norwegian research are parish and census 

records.  Parish records were kept by the Lutheran Church, the state church to which almost 

all people belonged before the 1800s.  Even after people began joining other churches, their 

records continued to be kept by the Lutheran Church.  
 Generally the parish clerks kept good records.  The earliest records are christenings or 

baptisms, marriages, and burials.  In later years births and deaths were also recorded. A few 

records were kept as early as the 1600s, but these are rare.  In general, most parish records 

are available as far back as the early 1700s.   

 Census records were kept by the government of Norway. Parish and census records 

are on microfilm and can be ordered through the Family History Center. Most of these 

records, and indexes to these records, are online at Digitalarkivet.  

 

Other Original Records: 

 Probate records are also useful, though they were not kept for every person. Usually 

there are probate records for people who had a lot of property or left minor children. These 

and other records such as tax and mortgage records are being added to Digitalarkivet. 

 

Norwegian Farm Books: 

 Norway also has farm and village books, called Bygdebker, that are very useful for 

genealogy.  These describe the history of a community and include a chronological history of 

each farm with information about the people living there. The Family History Library in Salt 

Lake has Bygdebker for many communities.  It is also possible to order some of these 

through inter-library loan from your public library.   
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