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(Slide #1) Start with opening song and prayer. Introduce self and service mission couple. 

 

(Slide #2) Welcome to the Pathway Fireside 

1. Among you or your friends that have not gone to college, what do you think are the top 

three reasons for not going? (Answers will generally fall in the area of money, time 

commitment, moving away from home, and lack of motivation. The Pathway Program 

hopes to address nearly every concern of those not going to college.) 

 

(Slide #3) The Importance of Education 

1. Congratulations for being here. Just being here shows that you are interested in taking 

steps toward a better education. Responding to the words of living prophets prepares us 

to receive great blessings. 

 

(Slide #4) The Importance of Education cont’d 

 

(Slide #5 and 6) Laying the Foundation 

1. Eyring & Bednar quotes (ask someone to read out loud) 

 

(Slide #7) Laying the Foundation cont’d 

1. President Clark - President of BYU-Idaho Quote (ask someone to read out loud)  

2. Did any particular words or phrases stand out? Why? (Focus in on “breaking down the 

barriers of time and space” and “interactive experiences” - it is with these statements in 

mind that President Clark and the Church Board of Education developed this program.) 

  

(Slide #8) What is Pathway? 

1. Summarize points of the program. 

 

(Slide #9) Key Aspects of the Pathway Program 

1. Summarize key aspects of the program. 

 

(Slide #10) Pathway Map 

1. BYU-Idaho started with 3 Pathway sites in September 2009 in Nampa, Idaho; Mesa, 

Arizona; and Manhattan, New York.  

2. BYU-Idaho has expanded this opportunity both in the United States and internationally. 

We feel very blessed to be part of a growing program. 

 

(Slide #11) Pathway Locations 

 

(Slide #12) Pathway Program Student Profile 

1. Age requirement follows the Institute rule. BYU-Idaho has rolled out an over 30 program 

in selected sites.  



2. IMPORTANT NOTE: non-native English speakers may be required to take a language 

proficiency assessment prior to admission into the program 

 

(Slide #13) Online Classes 

1. Online courses: 

a. Who in this room has taken an online course before? Do you have any 

recommendations about how to succeed in online courses? (Students should be 

encouraged to dedicate enough time to succeed and not to underestimate the 

amount of time required for online courses.) 

b. Lots of interaction with Instructor and other students; weekly assignments. 

2. BYU-Idaho has created a new generation of interactive online courses that include 

engaging content. The courses follow BYU-Idaho’s 14 week semester calendar. 

3. Weekly attendance (Emphasize that these are college courses and that students will have 

to be actively engaged.)  

4. During Academic Start (or the first 3 semesters), students are preparing to live and follow 

the Honor Code so that by the time they apply for the full online program they can 

receive an endorsement from their Bishop. More information about the Honor Code can 

be found at byui.edu/studenthonor  

5. We also ask that students follow BYU-Idaho Dress and Grooming standards while in the 

Pathway classroom. (You may get some push-back or questions about dress code i.e. 

shorts, flip-flops, capris). Following the dress code is highly recommended/encouraged.  

6. Plan on spending at least 6 to 15 hours per week working on the classes. If you do not 

think you can block out 15 hours per week, the timing may not be right for you to start 

this program.  

 

(Slide #14) Thursday Gathering 

1. In addition to the online assignments, Pathway students gather every Thursday evening 

for Institute & Pathway class.  Over 30 groups only meet for one hour for the Pathway 

class.  Their religion courses are entirely online with BYU-Idaho. 

2. Each week of class, one student will be selected in advance to lead the group discussion. 

This has been one of the most valuable parts of the Pathway Program as students begin 

teaching each other. 

  

(Slide #15) The Pathway Program 

1.   Introduce the 4 levels so potential students can see the entire program. The next slide 

focuses in on the 1
st
 year of the program (Level 1). 

2.   During semester 1, students with previous college credit can submit their transcripts for 

evaluation – these will be handled the same way any college evaluates transfer credit. 

3. All students start in what we call Academic Start.  

4. The first 3 semesters take place at the institute building or stake centers for over 30 

cohorts every Thursday night 

5. Typical Thursday night schedule: Institute class from 7 to 8:15 p.m. and then Pathway 

class from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.  Over 30 will meet for one hour for the Pathway class. 

6. Each semester progressively gets a little more challenging so that you feel prepared to 

move into a fully online program after 3 semesters.  



7. The two Book of Mormon classes are taught at the Institute, and the other classes are 

taught online from BYU-Idaho. The over 30 cohorts take Book of Mormon online 

through BYU-Idaho.  Each week, Pathway students come together and work on class 

activities and assignments together.  

8. After the first 3 semesters, students that maintain a “B” average can apply to the fully 

online program. 

9. To “matriculate” means to become fully accepted to the BYU-Idaho online program. 

During Academic Start, students are building a transcript, but they are not considered a 

full-time student at BYU-Idaho. 

10. Financial aid, grants, and scholarships are available after a student matriculates.    

11. The certificates are a great way to improve student resumes prior to earning a degree. 

12. For students wishing to transfer to another school, earning an associate degree is the most 

effective way to transfer. An associate degree will transfer straight across to another 

school, but if students don’t get the associate degree and only have a handful of credits, 

schools will pick and choose which credits to accept and credits will most likely be lost in 

the transfer. 

 

(Slide #16) Degree Options 

1.   It is possible to get a bachelor degree through the Pathway Program without going to 

campus in Rexburg. BYU-Idaho currently has 7 online bachelor’s degrees. BYU-I will 

continue to develop new bachelor’s degrees. 

2.   A student that wishes to transfer to Rexburg, Idaho, can do so at anytime; however, they 

must complete the application at BeSmart.com like all the other campus students. 

Depending on the amount of credit earned, ACT or SAT test results may be required. 

 

(Slide #17) Academic Support 

1. Your online instructor will respond within 24 hours and you will have other students in 

the group to help.  

2. BYU-Idaho provides FREE tutoring, which is very rare on most college campuses. 

Tutoring is available by phone or through online assistance.  

 

(Slide #18) Pathway Missionary 

1. Read through list: emphasize that the missionaries are there to help the students during 

their first 3 semesters of the program. They will help them through the application 

process and provide encouragement and support during the semester. 

 

(Slide #19) How Do I Sign Up? 

1. This is what we call “low barriers of entry”. The Pathway Program makes applying to 

Academic Start as easy as possible so you can test out college and see if it is right for 

you. 

2. The tuition is less than half what students who come to campus pay.  

3. Online application at www.besmart.com.  

4. (Read over rest of bullet points) 

 

 

 



 

(Slide #20) Next Steps?  

1. Encourage students to complete the online application beginning June 1. 

2. Remember to set up a time to meet with the mission couple for a recommendation 

interview.  

 

(Slide #21) Questions?  

1. Ask if there are any questions.  Use the Student Fireside FAQ document to field 

questions by those in attendnace. 

2. Thank everyone for attending. 

3. Invite someone to offer a closing prayer. 


