
Student Fireside FAQ’s 
Q:  What if I have previous college credit from another school? 
A:  During Semester 1, transcripts will be evaluated for BYU-I equivalency just like any other 
transfer student.  
 
Q:  How many previous college credits is too many for the Pathway Program? 
A:  BYU-Idaho has not drawn a line in the sand yet with this. However, by the time a student 
gets into their 3rd and 4th year of college, it may be cost and time-effective to continue on that 
path. BYU-Idaho cannot currently admit students who already have a bachelor degree. If a 
student is willing to complete all Academic Start courses, they are encouraged to apply and will 
be considered for the program. 
 
Q:  Do I have to attend the Thursday evening Institute and Pathway classes? 
A:  Yes. It is understood that there may be extenuating circumstances, but students are expected 
to attend every week.  The over 30 groups only gather for the Pathway classes.  The Book of 
Mormon courses are taken through BYU-Idaho online. 
 
Q:  How long does the reduced tuition rate last? 
A:  Pathway students will receive the discounted rate for as long as they stay in the online 
program, including up to completion of a bachelor’s degree. However, if a student decides to 
transfer to Rexburg and is admitted to campus, they will then pay the campus rate.   
 
Q:  Is financial aid available? 
A:  After the 1st year of Academic Start, or starting with Level 2 of the program. This is due to 
the federal requirement that students be “matriculated” into a degree seeking program to be 
eligible for financial aid. For Pathway students, this occurs after Academic Start. 
 
Q:  Do I need a laptop? 
A:  It is highly recommended. 
 
Q:  What kind of internet service do I need? 
A:  Daily access to high-speed internet ensures that you will be able to access all course content. 
 
Q:  Can I just work at my own pace? 
A:  No. There will be assignments due every week and it is very important that you keep up. This 
will require you to pay close attention to due dates recognizing that the online courses start and 
end when campus based courses start and end.  
 
Q:  What if I need help with my homework? 
A:  You will have very close interaction with your instructor. You will also have other students 
at your Institute location and in your online class that you can work together with. There is also 
free tutoring available online and over the phone. 
 
 
 
 



Q:  Do I need a bishop’s endorsement to participate in the Pathway Program? 
A:  No. Academic Start (the 1st year) is intended to be a period of preparation, both academically 
and spiritually. To continue past Level 1, you will need an ecclesiastical endorsement like 
campus students. 
 
Q:  English proficiency? 
A:  In its current form, the Pathway courses are not created for ESL students. BYU-Idaho is 
working on this and will have an ESL version available soon. If you are not proficient in reading, 
writing, and speaking English, you may want to consider waiting until the ESL version is 
available. Non-native English speakers may be required to take a language proficiency 
assessment before they are admitted to the program. 
 
Q:  What value are the certificates? 
A:  These certificates are designed to expose students to a field of study in a way that will 
prepare them for better jobs. This is a great opportunity to upgrade resumes prior to finishing a 
degree. Better jobs and increased income are available to students who complete Level 2. 
 
Q:  Why are there only 7 bachelor degree options available? 
A:  BYU-Idaho is working very hard to develop additional online courses that will allow us to 
package together more degree offerings. These options will increase in the future. 
 
Q:  When is the application deadline? 
A:   Fall – August 1 
 Winter – December 1 
 Spring – April 1 (International Only) 
 
Q:  How will I know the status of my application for admission? 
A:  Please check at www.besmart.com.   
	  


